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GREATER PHILADELPHIA COALITION of REASON

FSGP and HAGP Trial Test Combined Newsdletter

Let us know what you thought of this jointosts and workload on our organizations'
newsletter! volunteer leaders. By having one newsletter
This issue of The Greater which goes out to both sets of members, we
Philadelphia Storywas a trial joint effort are able to disperse more information about
by both the Freethought Society of Greatéreethought and humanism to more people
Philadelphia and the Humanist Associatiowithout having to duplicate our efforts.
of Greater Philadelphia. At a combined However, every organization has its
meeting of FSGP and HAGP boards afwn unique identity and culture, and a
directors on July 11, 2009, directors fromewsletter can also serve as a sort of
both organizations approved a test issue 'whalling card" - a way to establish its
a combined newsletter for the twaddentity in the larger community. By co-
organizations as a way to more effectively
get the word out while also reducing the

Third Annual Unity Picnic Recap

(See NEWSLETTER on page 6)...

Members of the Philadelphia Coalition of = The location was the Flourtown
Reason (PhillyCoR) hosted the third annu&avilion of the Fort Washington State Park
Unity Picnic this July 28. Overall the (same as in 2008.) Unfortunately there was
picnic was a great success. Many guestsme confusion about directions. The
showed up over the four-hour event baringrganizers apologize for this and pledge to
contributions of tasty salads and dessertsend out clearer directions/maps for next
Sean Werden manned the grill angear’s invitations.

thankfully this year the weather held steady Thanks to everyone who came with
with no rain. Steve Rade, funder of the '08onations and food contributions, the
PhillyCoR billboard campaign, came with, ganizers who set things up and sent out

an armful of delicious hoagies to ‘f"dd o tht e invitations, and the volunteers who
feast. Young and old, atheists an

humanists, co-mingled in the shade and s8AV¢ rides. Hope to see you all again next
while children played with water toys andéar

engaged in creative face and hand painting. s ict 7
ee pictures on page 7.
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Faith, Money, and the Gospel of Gene Roddenberry

Just a note: this is an opinionattending. They get in for free once oof thing doesn’t matter: what does
piece. It is written based on personaiwice a month. | appreciated theimatter are the themes, the ceaseless
experience and knowledge, noénthusiasm. As an employee and @hallenges and explorations of
research. The conclusions reached imajor Trekkie, | was trying to humanity. It takes all kinds.
this piece are to be consideredlownplay my awe at the replica There is no God in thStar Trek
seriously, albeit with a grain of salt-Enterprise-D bridge in favor ofpantheon, only a series of role models
the taste of artistic license. professionalism. The manager wheo be emulated. The pilgrims are of all

| propose that religions withhired me was not a fan. The two cutdifferent colors and ages. They speak
modern origins can shed much lighgirls | worked with the first two daysdifferent languages. They are black,
on religions with more ancient rootsweren’t fans, either. But | was a fanwhite, Japanese, Brazilian, American,
Mormonism, for example, is oftenand | had to be a professional. So th&lingon... they enjoy classical, heavy
cited as an unusually well-documentelpyal devotees of the faith were verynetal, Monet and Picasso, Warhol and
case of the formation of a new maskelpful. Customers who wouldGreen Day. These are practitioners of
religious movement. This differs fromnormally think twice about aboutan atheistic religion.

Scientology, which is far more recenpaying upwards of $20 for a picture in |t is a modern, even futurist
than Mormonism, but also far moreCaptain Picard's chair were more thapeligion. Its God is progress,
secretive. The Church ofexcited about having their photo takeaxploration, and growth. Its founder
Scientology’s secrecy makegwith aKlingon on the bridge. was a humanist who believed that, as
journalistic investigation and  On this, my first day on the job,man went forward into space and
academic research of Scientologfor the first time | had the opportunitydiscovered strange new worlds and
difficult and very risky. However, to observe the Trek religionists as anew civilizations, we would dispose of
another widespread, science-fictioneutsider. During one of the hours the tribalism of our past: national and
oriented religion exists that mayspent on the Bridge, | listened to tweeligious identity would no longer
provide not only insight into religion, men in fantasy clothing argue abougxist. We would all come to consider
but insight into humanistic andthe minute details of the Star Trelourselves one and the same, part of the
atheistic religions. universe. | won't torture the readehuman race.

| speak of the Church of Star Trekwith the details of their conversation, That vision has not yet come true.
This is my name for the religion, andut in listening to them, | realized thatye are still divided by language, color
it is a satirical name. The religion othey were much like modernand faith. But not all faiths are created
Star Trek has no literal church. ItChristians. equal. Some faiths are poisonous to
institutional structure is a network of Anyone who has spoken togrander missions of progress and
local and national fan clubs andChristians--and | presume most of uanity. Other faiths, like the Church of
business enterprises. have--realizes that not all Christianstar Trek (much like the faithless

Its founder, Gene Roddenberryare the same. Some Christians (angleed of secular humanism) are fertile
was a secular humanist and a reluctad¢ws, Muslims and Hindus) haveyrounds in which such progressive
prophet. Roddenberry intende@tar dispensed with the mythology and badisions may thrive.

Trek to be science fiction for adultsscience of their scripture in favor of | frequently criticize members of

He wanted a train to the stars, more universal and ecumenicajsiam, Scientology and other religious
vehicle for the simultaneousteachings: how live a good life anccommunities for their tendencies to
exploration of humanity and thehow to be good to other humarself-segregate. | think this self-

universe, but he never expected theeings. Others among the faithful haveegregation is harmful to society,
show to become a franchise spannirgone a different way, turningpecause it only feeds the fires of
multiple series, movies, booksthemselves over to fundamentalisnplienation and contempt for the
consumer products and, fortunately, Aand so, | listened to two outsider. | have the same problem, for
well-documented historical record andundamentalist Trekkies engage in thexample, with the internet cult

an extant thread of scholarly criticism.Science Fiction equivalent of arguingghenomenon “Anonymous” (another

Star Trekis an American succes’ow many angels could dance on thgjodless religion”) and the closely
story. It is also a religion. head of a pin; in this case, whethefelated elitist youth internet

The Star Trek Exhibition is a siteProto-matter from the third movie andubculture. | have also criticized
of pilgrimage, as sacred to its devotedded Matter from the latest movie wergertain atheist communities for
as Mecca or Jerusalem. The first daijie same substance. Another kind .of

of my training, the local Fan Club was! 'ekkie just smiles and says, this sort (See STAR TREK on page 4)...




JULY/AUGUST 2009

Page 3

Join FSGP!

You can also join or donate online using
Paypal. Visit www.FSGP.org/donate.html.

O Check here if you are renewing.

Annual Membership Type Price
O individual $30
O Family $35
[0 student/Limited Means $20
O Life Membership $1,000
[0 E-member Discount -$10

Be “Green” and Save $$$!! Check
here to receive publications via
email and save $10 a year!

Subtotal:

Additional Donation:

Total:

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Other Information

|:| I would like my membership/donation kept anonymous

O 1 would like to volunteer.

Comments/suggestions:

Please make check payableto the Freethought
Society of Greater Philadelphia and mail with this
form to:

FSGP
PO Box 5054
West Chester, PA 19380

The official registration and financial informatiofithe Freethought

Society of Greater Philadelphia may be obtainethftioe PA

Department of State by calling toll-free, within PA800-732-0999.

Registration does not imply endorsement.

JOIN HAGP TODAY

(If you don't want to join the AHA, but want to be
affiliated with HAGP, become a Friend of HAGP! Friends
can't vote in annual elections or run for the Board, but
they receive all other benefits of HAGP membership.)

NEW MEMBERSHIP
_ RENEWAL

Membership Types:
Individual, $25.00
Family, $35.00
Student/Limited Means, $15.00
Sustaining member, $50.00
Patron, $100.00
Sponsor, $150.00
Lifetime, $250.00
Benefactor, $500.00
Building Fund, $1000.00
Friend of HAGP ($15 for
individuals, $25 for families)

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Spouse/Partner

Comments/suggestions:

Mail your check (payable to HAGP) to

Humanist Association Of Greater Phila.
PO.Box 161
Willow Grove, PA 19090-0161




Page 4

The Transcookie Expanded

by Will Wieland with George Murray

The Transhumanist Discussion Group
was founded in January of this year to ©
discuss coming technologies and how
they might impact the human
condition. We have a handful of |
regular attendees and hope to expanc
interest in these discussions.

Our next meeting is Sunday, 6pm
on September 6, 2009. Location
Starbucks Coffee at 3401 Walnut
Street (U Penn’s campus.) We’'ll meet
upstairs. Don't feel compelled to buy differences such that some are better
anything, just show up if you want to than others? Are some humans of
join the discussion! cookie -- "a transcookie." How wouldtoday "superior" in some sense? What

We will be developing a concepiit differ from the everyday cookie thatlo your thoughts on these questions
that George Murray introduced duringve know? Well, is could be largerregarding real human beings of today
our July meeting. He brought acontain more chocolate goodies, haveuggest about the project
"transcookie" that has daughter had longer shelf life, contain less fat, b@f transhumanism?
baked (see photo) to illustrate @asier to digest, create fewer So, your task this month is to think
concern he has about Transhumanismrumbs,.... If you proceed in this wapbout these difficult questions and to
Transhumanists tend to focus on thgou are merely amplifying propertiedfind answers with which you are
methods and tools that may improvalready known in the everydayomfortable.
the physical experience of humanitycookie. The "transcookie" would be Three short "readings" are
but may overlook what it is to bebigger and better in every way -- busuggested to give us a common
human in the first place. We maysomething seems to be missing. It hgggmping off point for each of our

The question for you to think
about is this: Is there a dimension of
"humanness" that is unique, not
something that can be "made larger"
in any easy, obvious way? Does the
human being we know possess some
distinctive qualitative characteristic --
and if so, how do we recognize it?
Can it be said that real life humans
possess this "human specialness" to
differing degrees? Are these

make our bodies "better" or mindso qualities that "transcend" -- gohighly personal explorations of core
"faster" but is that really anbeyond -- those of the cookie wbeliefs
improvement? Or are there mor@lready know. 1. NietzscheThe prologue to

fundamental issues that govern what it There is a danger that we arelhus Spake Zarathustra
means to be a "transhuman"®@doing much the same thing in our 2. ThoreauMWalden, Chapter XI,
The philosophical basis of ourthinking about a "transhuman". Iswith particular attention to
understanding of what a "better'bur conception of "transhuman"paragraphs 9 through 15.
human is, and what the same wouldherely a projection of the human we 3. (documentary film) Pale Male:
mean for such a person, must balready know with all of its physicalThe Legend of Pale Male

explored. qualities "writ larger". The

In George's own wordsSuppose worry: are we missing something Hope to see you there September
that you were to design a betteessential, critical? 6™
STAR TREK They are very open and friendlyincredible success over decades by
Continued from page 2 people who | have found to be almosiccepting that their object of passion

unfailingly optimistic. Their is not only a set of very good and
replicating the self-segregation andonventions, their pilgrimages, are nanoral ideas, but a financial enterprise;
echo-chamber politics of the religiousclosed to outsiders. They do not hida franchise.

However, reflecting on thesetheir activities or obscure their beliefs.  Perhaps, if members of other
experiences, as well as my owfhey actively participate in civil religions could be intellectually
experiences as a kid in the Trekkisociety by engaging the public, andonsistent about religion’s history as
subculture, the Church of Star Trekhey don’t do it by proselytizing. Theone of the biggest moneymakers
does not have these tendenciefans, too, have long recognized tharound, they would focus on the
Trekkies, as a religious group, seeldvantages of an entrepreneurial ethic;
only acceptance by the mainstreanand they have reinforced Star Trek's (See STAR TREK on page 6)...
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Newsletter Freebie Policy Newsletter Submissions

We'll be pleased to send one frg¢e . . .
newsletter to any person upon requast Submit your newsletter items (Letters to the Editpr

After that, please subscribe t®he opinion pieces, stories, etc.), by emailing it/thtam

G.P.S.by using the membership fornfs | us atfsgp@freethought.org or admin@hagp.org.
located on page three of this issue. Or
become a member online &t

www.fsgp.org/ioin or www.hagp.org Preference is given to dues-paying members angl to

join. material in a PC-compatible word processing formlat.
FSGP Board Members Dan Hoffman,Treasurer Honorary Members | Check out FSGP’s Blog
Sally CramerPresident Bob Kay Bill Baird visit http://
Brian Barrish Shaun McGonigaBlogger Jack Kevorkian freethoughtsociety
Brian Bohmuelleryice-Pres. Sue O’Connell Alton Lemon )
Margaret Downey, &tretary Javier Pazos/ideographer Michael Newdow wordpress.com
Barry Greenstein Scott Pleune Elliott Welsh

The Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia is a 501(c)(3) educational organization created to foster a community
of nontheists dedicated to improving the human condition through rational inquiry and creative thinking unfettered by
superstition, religion, or any form of dogma. As stated in the Articles of Incorporation—Domestic Nonprofit Corporation,
filed on July 27, 1993, FSGP’s purpose is to promote the Constitutional principle of separation of church and state and
to educate the public on matters related to nontheist beliefs. FSGP is a chapter of the Freedom From Religion Founda-
tion, is a member affiliate of the Atheist Alliance International, and a participating organization in the Greater Philadel-
phia Coalition of Reason (PhillyCOR).

HAGP Board Members Jim Childress
Book Club Moderator Board Members

President Eileen Childress Shirley Goss

Joe Fox admin@hagp.org Movie Night Coordinator Elaine Oxman
Director/Celebrant Peter Gagliardi Ric Hopkins

Martha Knox celebrant@hagp.ord ranshumanist Discussion Group Rosemary Horstman
Treasurer Moderator Will Wieland Brian Bohmueller

Warren Goss transhumanism@hagp.org
Secretary

HAGP is an educational and philosophical organization whose main goal is to educate the general public about the
ethics and values of Humanism by being a positive influence in the community. HAGP accomplishes this through
meetings and lectures (free to the public); community service, networking, encouraging debates and humanistic
activities, and continuing efforts through letter-writing, dialogue and other educational means to maintain the
Jeffersonian "wall of separation” between church and state. The only requirement for membership is interest in the
principles of Humanism. Participation ranges from simply attending meetings to becoming actively involved in projects.
HAGP is affiliated with the American Humanist Association and the Council for Secular Humanism, and is a
participating organization in the Greater Philadelphia Coalition of Reason (PhillyCOR).

The Greater Philadelphia Story: Copyright © 2009 by the Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia, PO Box 5054,
West Chester, PA 19380; and Humanist Association of Greater Philadelphia, PO Box 161, Willow Grove, PA 19090.
The contents of the Greater Philadelphia Story are informational and educational, and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia OR the Humanist Association of Greater Philadelphia, the
members or Directors of either organization.
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Star Trek, in its non-encourage its members to claim moral

STAR TREK fundamentalist form, however, is auperiority.

Continued from page 4

humanistic religion. This is inevitable,  Business should really be the
given the leanings of its founder. Ajpublic face of all religions. It's the
private sector and leave the publithe core of its belief system is that albrivate face of most. The public
sector alone. One could argue that thimiman beings are equally worthy ofvould treat religion different if
is what religions do. Of course it is)ife and respect. It preaches tolerancegligious leadership acknowledged
but religion should admit it! Ask arespect and cooperation. This is halind affirmed its true nature as a profit-
Scientologist about the cost obf the Church’'s metaphysics. Thelriven enterprise. Of course, we'd
Scientology, and you'll probably endother half of the metaphysics of Stahave to do away with religious tax-
up on their list of suppressive personsrek is an ingrained belief in humarexemptions, but isn’t that what good
(enemies of the Church). Islamprogress. Though many modergorporate citizens do, anyway? |
originally a reform movement thatvariants of mainstream religions haveuppose I'm for the corporatization of
challenged the decadence of ancieatiopted these core values, in the cagsligion following the Trekkian
Arabia, is now the basis of severabf Star Trek and secular humanismmodel. Far from solidifying religion
national oligarchies. Even Wiccano such adoption occurred. Thesith politics, this would do wonders
which isn’t anorganizedreligion, is values were part of the package frorfor Church-State separation.

basically supported in the Unitedhe beginning. And, like any religion,

States by an extensive network obtar Trek has its fundamentalists; Barry Greenstein is the founder
trendy stores selling books, altardjowever they are not its public facegng former Vice President of the
incense and a host of other spiritualhe public face of Star Trek is...Temple Atheists and Critical Thinkers
items that are deemed necessary fbusiness. And the private face of SITACT). He is the coordinator the
the casting of spells and invocation3rek is harmless, for a religion.ppjladelphia Coalition of Reason, an
of gods. To their credit, Wiccans, likeUnlike members of most religionsFSGP board member, and CFI's
Trekkies, don't try to influence publicand even unlike many atheists | knOV\bampus regional coordinator for NY,
policy in ways that unfairly privilege Trekkies don’t claim moral Ny and PA. and is a bio-
their belief over other beliefs, or belieuperiority. | think | can live in peaceant’hropology ,major at Temple
over non-belief. with any religion that doesn’tUniversity.

NEWSLETTER

Continued from front page N ews I ette I F ee d b aC k

sponsoring this newsletter, FSGP and
HAGP do risk confusing people about Based on this trial issue, would you like to se€&sPSand

their differences. : ; i
Given these pros and cons, we HAGP continue to co-sponsdrhe Greater Philadelphis

want to hear from you, our members, Story?
about whether we should continue this
joint effort. Yes No

Your opinion matters! If we do - .
not hear fro'?n members. HAGP and | Pl€éase add your own specific comments and exptarsi
FSGP boards of directors will not haveg for your answer:
any member input with which to make

r-—4

the decision to continue or not

continue having a combined
newsletter.

Please drop us an email, use the

form at right and mail, or call HAGP at
215-475-2573. Please cut and mail this form to either FSGP or RAG
address on the front page, or email your answers
admin@hagp.org and/or fsgp@freethoguht.digank you
in advance for your thoughtful input!

to
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Unity Picnic Pictures ESGP

Renewals

CONNOR, A. & N.
EWAN, H.
LOEV FAMILY
PLEUNE, S.
N - QUINN FAMILY

5 o ® T ROSCH FAMILY

% 0 AE B ROUSSOS FAMILY

SICHERI, W.
WIBLE FAMILY
ZIEVE, J.

HAGP and FSGP leaders from right to left: Joe Rdartha Knox, General Fu nd

Sally Cramer and Brian Bohmueller, pose with PRIIBR =
benefactor, Steve Rade (far left). Steve surpniseand brought 40 CO ntrl bUtO I'S

hoagies for picnic guests!
' Ee HOPKINS, R. $10.00
LOEV FAMILY $65.00

Meeting Donations

JULY (PICNIC)
AUGUST $86

Thomas Paine
Foundation Donations

DEVITT, D. $250.00

Picnic guests peruse the buffet tables and choseliamburgers, . .
hot dogs and veggie burgers done on the grill,elkas a plethora He|p|ng Hands Committee

of pot luck dishes. Enjoy helping the community by

joining with others in a variety of
community-service projects from a
secular perspective.
If interested in joining the mailing list
to receive service opportunity
announcements, email us at
fsgp@freethought.org.

Face painting is an activity
offered every year at the
picnic
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Freethought Society
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Check the top of your mailing label for
renewal information.

Please renew ifExp 7-09”

or “Exp 8-09” (or earlier) appears on yolir
label.

The membership form is
located ompage 3 of this
issue.Thank you!
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