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Third Annual Unity Picnic 
 

Unity is on the rise in the Delaware Valley! In 2007 year HAGP held their summer picnic in 
partnership with the Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia. In 2008 we celebrated 
even broader unity in the Delaware Valley when all of the Greater Philadelphia Coalition of 
Reason (PhillyCoR) sponsored the picnic. We're keeping a good thing going in 2009! 
 
HAGP asks a minimum donation of $5.00 per adult to cover the cost of burgers, hot dogs, 
and vegetarian alternatives for the grill, as well as 
buns and beverages.  Please also bring a dish to 
share: last names beginning with A-G, salad or 
vegetable; H-P, fruit or dessert, Q-Z, bread, 
potato or rice dish. 
 
There will be games and activities for children. 
 
If you need or can offer a ride from the city, or are taking the R5 train and need a ride from 
Fort Washington station, please email info@phillycor.org or call 215-475-2573 

 

HAGP Ends AHA Member Chapter program 
 

As of May 9, 2009, HAGP is no longer a Member Chapter of the American Humanist 
Association (AHA). This ends a five-month trial with that program which the HAGP Board 
unanimously felt was not successful because it led to losses in revenue and membership. We 
are returning to the old system which means that in order to become a member of HAGP, 
you simply need to pay us directly. (See last page of this newsletter for membership form and 
directions.) 
  
HAGP continues to be a Chapter of the AHA, an Affiliate of the Council for Secular 
Humanism, and a Participating Member of the Greater Philadelphia Coalition of Reason 
(PhillyCoR). 
 
 

There are no program meetings in July or August 
See our next newsletter for details 

about 2009’s remaining programming!
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JULY EVENTS 

July 3, Friday, 7 PM  (NOTE CHANGE OF 
DAY TO ACCOMODATE JULY 4th 
HOLIDAY) 
 
Movie Night, featuring the film Camp Out, a 
documentary film about a summer camp for gay 
and lesbian Christians. These teens find fellowship 
and a safe refuge from the religious, political, and 
social rejection they feel from both straight 
classmates and other Christians.   
 
Giant Superstore 
2nd Floor Community Room 
315 York Rd. 
Willow Grove, PA 

 
 

July 11, Saturday, Noon 
 
HAGP Casual Luncheon  
 
The Olive Garden  
2328 W. Moreland Rd. 
Willow Grove, PA 

 
 

July 16, Thursday, 7 PM  
 
Philadelphia Atheist Meetup—food, drink and 
socializing with Atheists, Freethinkers, and other 
nontheists 
 
Cosi 
4th and Chestnut Sts. 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
See http://atheists.meetup.com/215/  
for more info! 

July 18, Saturday, 7 PM 

The Secular Book Club discusses Speaking of 

Faith: Why Religion Matters -- and How 

To Talk About It by Krista Tippett (272 pages)  

 

Barnes and Noble 
102 Park Ave. 
Willow Grove, PA 
 

The Secular Book Club is a joint effort of the 

Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia and HAGP. 

 

July 26, Sunday, 1-5pm:  

Third Annual Unity Picnic 

 

See front page 

for more info!

http://atheists.meetup.com/215/


AUGUST EVENTS 

August 1, Saturday, 7 PM 

Movie Night: South Park  Join HAGP for a 

riotous movie night as we break out several select 

South Park episodes.  Trey Parker and Matt 

Stone's adult-oriented cartoon blends 

intellectualist, groundling laughs with thought 

provoking undercurrents—this is razor-edge 

comedy.  The selected episodes will poke and 

prod immodest fun at Mormonism, Scientology, 

and yes even the Atheist movement.  Come out 

and show we can laugh at ourselves and the foibles 

of humanity in general.  We'll dissect the plots, 

the punch lines, and debate whether the humor 

has gone too far, in true assiduous Humanist 

fashion.  (Note: Be forewarned, South Park’s 

humor may be offensive to the tame at heart. This 

show is not appropriate for children under 17.) 

Giant Superstore 
2nd Floor Community Room 
315 York Rd. 
Willow Grove, PA 

 

August 8, Saturday, Noon 
 
HAGP Casual Luncheon  
 
The Olive Garden  
2328 W. Moreland Rd. 
Willow Grove, PA 

August 15, Saturday, 7 PM 

The Secular Book Club discusses The Case 

Against Perfection by Michael J. Sandel (176 

pages).  

"Why does improving our physical and mental 

capabilities through genetic engineering give us pause? 

Sandel acknowledges religious positions on that question 

but, striving for universality, sticks to secular philosophy 

to answer it."  (Ray Olson, Booklist Editorial Review)  

Barnes and Noble 
102 Park Ave. 
Willow Grove, PA 
 

The Secular Book Club is a 

joint effort of the Freethought 

Society of Greater Philadelphia 

and HAGP. 

 

 

August 20, Thursday, 7 PM  
 
Philadelphia Atheist Meetup—food, drink and 
socializing with Atheists, Freethinkers, and other 
nontheists 
 
Cosi 
4th and Chestnut Sts. 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
See http://atheists.meetup.com/215/  

for more info!

http://atheists.meetup.com/215/


 

WEEKLY HAGP EVENTS 

First Saturday of each month 
Movie Night 
Giant Superstore, 2nd floor 
315 York Road 
Willow Grove, PA 19090 
 
Independent films and documentaries concerning the 
issues of Humanistic interest, followed by spirited 
discussion. 

Second Saturday of each month 
Luncheon 
Olive Garden 
2328 W. Moreland Road 
Willow Grove, PA 
 
Informal lunches that allow members to socialize outside 
the formal meetings. Occasionally, HAGP business is 
conducted after lunch. 

Third Saturday of each month 
Secular Book Club 
Barnes and Noble 
102 Park Avenue 
Willow Grove, PA 
 
A joint event with The Freethought Society of Greater 
Philadelphia.  Books are usually chosen two months in 
advance by the group. Following the meeting, join us for 
food, drink and socializing at the Macaroni Grill. Everyone 
is welcome.  

Last Sunday of each month 
[No meetings in July or August] 
Program Meeting 
Upper Moreland Library 
109 Park Avenue 
Willow Grove, PA  
 
Speakers and group discussion on a wide variety of topics.  
Following the meeting, join us for food, drink and 
socializing at the Mandarin Garden. Everyone is welcome.  

Now Taking 
Submissions 

 

 

The HAGP newsletter is taking 
your submissions of stories, 
book or film reviews, poems, 
ƧƻƪŜǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
like to share with the HAGP 
community.  

Email submissions to 
celebrant@hagp.org or mail 
them to:  
 
HAGP  
PO Box 161  
Willow Grove, PA 
19090-0161 
  

mailto:celebrant@hagp.org


SUMMER EVENTS 

Humanist Creative Arts Circle 
 
July 9, Thursday, 6:30pm- 9:30pm 
August 6, Thursday, 6:30pm- 9:30pm 
 

Calling all humanist poets, novelists and other creative writers, 

visual artists, film makers, musicians, both professionals and 

amateurs!  This group is for you! 

 
Summer location:  
Intermezzo Café (map and directions) 
3131 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, PA.  
 

(These meetings are open to the public, but space is limited.  Please 

RSVP to Martha by emailing celebrant@hagp.org or by calling 215-

475-2573.)

Humanist 

Celebrant 

Available 

Martha Knox, Certified 

Humanist Celebrant, 

would like to remind 

you that she is available 

for all your life passage 

ceremonies, including 

weddings and 

commitment 

ceremonies, baby 

namings, coming-of-age 

celebrations, 

funerals/memorial 

services, and even 

divorce celebrations. 

  

Discounts for HAGP 

members! Contact her 

at celebrant@hagp.org. 

 

Socrates Cafe  

Facilitated by Sam Frederick 

Springfield Township Library 

1600 Paper Mill Rd, Glenside, PA 

Mondays, 7pm (except holidays) 

Socrates Café is a worldwide movement that fosters independent, 

informal community discussion groups under the overarching topic:  

ñWhat is the good way to live life?ò  The local discussions approach the 

big topic by discussing more specific subjects like óIntegrity,ò ñIf no one 

is perfect, what is perfection?ò and the like. Participants contribute 

questions and observations based on their own experience.  

Participants learn new perspectives from each other and then make up 

their own minds.  An extraordinary group culture of reason, honesty, 

compassion and trust can and has developed among strangers.  

HAGP fully supports the spirit in which these discussions are conducted 

and encourages all curious and open minds to attend! To learn more 

about the Socrates Cafe movement, visit this website: 

http://www.philosopher.org 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?oe=UTF-8&sourceid=deskbar&um=1&ie=UTF-8&cid=0,0,43030598602110874&fb=1&split=1&gl=us&dq=intermezzo+cafe+philadelphia&daddr=3131+Walnut+St+%23+A,+Philadelphia,+PA+19104-3431&geocode=1200403687402241222,39.952128,-75.186597&ei=rr1
mailto:celebrant@hagp.org
http://www.philosopher.org/


SUMMER EVENTS 
(contõd) 

Transhumanist Discussion Group 

 

We had successful June and July meetings with 
respect to fruitful discussion, but attendance was 
low probably due to the summer and this group 
being new. However, look for the article about 
our July meeting (“Transcookie Expanded”) in 
the next HAGP newsletter!  

The August Transhumanism meeting has 
been cancelled. The group will resume 
meetings starting Sunday, September 6, location 
TBA.  Meanwhile check the webpage 
(www.hagp.org/transhumanism.html) for 
updates or email Will at 
transhumanism@hagp.org to get on the list for 
updates and announcements.  

Also, the October 25th HAGP Program Meeting 
at the Upper Moreland Library in Willow Grove 
will feature speaker Mike Treder from the 
Institute for Ethics and Emerging Technologies. 
More details to come!  

 
 
 

Students (and Parents of Students) 

Socrates Jr. 
For Ages 12-18 

 
An opportunity for young teens to introduce 

philosophical questions for open debate so that 
everyone can speak, listen and learn from 

each other. 

 
UPPER MORELAND LIBRARY 

COMMUNITY ROOM 
Park and Summit / Willow Grove 

[ across from mall(s) and Barnes & Noble ] 

 
4:30 to 5:45 pm (alternate) Wednesdays 

 
Beginning: July 29th; then Aug. 12th 

Questions: contact 215-657-1095 
 

(note: parents are not part of discussions) 

 

Ethical Humanist Society of 

Philadelphia 
1906 South Rittenhouse Square, 

Philadelphia 

215-735-3456  

www.phillyethics.org 

Weekly Platform meetings are held at 11 a.m. 
September through May. Summer programs begin 
at 10 a.m. Ethical Society Platforms are free and 

open to the public. A coffee hour follows for 
discussion and conversation. Ethics for Children 
classes start each Sunday morning at 10:45AM; 

child care provided for children to seven years. Free 
parking is available with a permit you can get inside 

the Society's office.  

 

http://www.hagp.org/transhumanism.html
mailto:transhumanism@hagp.org


 

 

Man can be as big as he wants. No 
problem of human destiny is beyond 
human beings. Man's reason and spirit 
have often solved the seemingly 
unsolvable - and we believe they can do 
it again. 

(John F. Kennedy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN HAGP TODAY 
όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ !I!Σ ōǳǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ I!DtΣ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ CǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ I!DtΗ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǾƻǘŜ 
in annual elections or run for the Board, but they receive all other benefits of HAGP membership.)

 
 ___  NEW MEMBERSHIP 
 ___  RENEWAL 

 
Membership Types:  
 ___  Individual, $25.00  
 ___  Family, $35.00  
 ___  Student/Limited Means, $15.00 
 ___  Sustaining member, $50.00 
 ___  Patron, $100.00 
 ___  Sponsor, $150.00 
 ___  Lifetime, $250.00 
 ___  Benefactor, $500.00 
 ___  Building Fund, $1000.00 
 ___  Friend of HAGP ($15 for 
   individuals, $25 for families)

 

Name    _________________________________  

Address  _________________________________  

   _________________________________  

Email  _________________________________  

Phone  _________________________________  

Spouse/Partner  _________________________________  

 
Mail your check (payable to HAGP) to   
 Humanist Association Of Greater Philadelphia 
 P.O. Box 161 
 Willow Grove, PA  19090-0161 

 

 

HAGP proudly supports Tabor 

Children's Services, Inc., a private 

nonprofit child welfare agency 

serving children, youth, young adults 

ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ ¢ŀōƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Services is a non-profit, non-sectarian 

organization that serves children and 

families in need in the southeastern 

Pennsylvania and nearby New Jersey 

areas.  

To learn more about the important 

work of these dedicated people, visit 

www.tabor.org . 

http://www.tabor.org/

